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the director’s corner

Rev. AndRew AlbeRt, S.M.

dear friends of the lourdes center,

our 2015 pilgrims are back from
their pilgrimage to lourdes. i am sure
they will never forget their visit. the
shrine at lourdes is a very special
place. A very prayerful place. A place
where Mary appeared many times to a
14 year old girl named bernadette. A
place where countless miracles have
taken place and still do take place.

in the last issue i wrote about why
the lourdes center exists here in
boston. the main reason is to make
easily available to catholics in the u.s.
and canada the special water that
comes directly from lourdes. the
water that rose from the ground when
bernadette followed Mary’s instruc-
tions to scratch the ground near where
she was kneeling during one of the
apparitions. this water is a gift from
Mary – a healing gift from our loving
mother. for over 65 years the Marist
fathers have had the privilege to be the
conduit for this precious water.

What else goes on here at the
lourdes center? Prayer. We have a
monthly Mass for all those suffering
from cancer and other terminal dis-
eases. We have special Masses for
those who are members of Mary’s affil-
iation. there is a daily Mass said by

one of our priests for those enrolled in
what is sometimes called Purgatorials
or can also be called simply a spiritual
enrollment. if you are a person of faith
you know the power of prayer. Jesus
stressed it again and again. Jesus
reminded the apostles and disciples
that without prayer they could do noth-
ing. but with prayer they could move
mountains. 

have you noticed that whenever
Pope francis goes on a pastoral visit he
AlWAYs visits a shrine dedicated to
Mary? in his first publication to
catholics called “the Joy of the
Gospel” Pope francis stresses the
importance of shrines dedicated to
Mary. he greatly encourages all devo-
tions to Mary. for us catholics, Mary
is not an afterthought. she is very
much at the heart of our redemption.
she gave Jesus to the world. she was
the christ bearer. she always leads us
to her son. All of her legitimate appari-
tions stress the teachings of Jesus. 

to get back to what we do here, we
also have two days of prayer every
month. We receive thousands of prayer
requests from you, our readers. the
requests are placed in a large urn at the
foot of the main altar in our chapel. on
those days of prayer the Mass is
offered for all those many requests.
those requests are remembered in
prayer by the priests throughout the

day. so a lot of what we do is pray for
you and your intentions!

We also read your many letters.
letters where you tell us about your
sufferings and joys. letters where you
ask us to remember your loved ones
who are sick. letters where you tell us
how the lourdes water has helped you
and cured you. We believe you because
we believe in the power of prayer.
letters where donations are enclosed
to help us continue this ministry. 

God bless you all for your great love
of our lady of lourdes. May you con-
tinue to help us spread the good news
of lourdes. As Pope francis likes to
say, “don’t forget to pray for me.” We
also say don’t forget to pray for us
priests who work here at our lady’s
center.

God bless you all!  

Fr. Albert

Our email address is:
ourlady@lourdescenter.org
lourdescenter@yahoo.com

Our website is:
www.lourdescenter.org
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Wh e n
s t .

bernadette
was in the
convent, her
superior is
said to have
remarked to
the other

nuns, “We are not worthy to have
her.”  And as i reflect on the violence
and cruelty that is so prevalent in
this world of ours, i conclude that
the world is not worthy of the thou-
sands of good, God-fearing people
who share this planet of ours with
the evil people in it.  this was true in
ancient rome in the early years of
christianity when paganism was
rampant, and it’s true today when
terrorism is becoming more and
more common.  We live in an age
when civilization itself is being
threatened, despite the fact that there
are many good people on earth.

not long ago, when Jews were in
hiding due to the attempt of hitler

By Rev. Roland Lacasse, s.m.

and his evil followers to exterminate
the Jewish race, a young girl by the
name of Anne frank said that she
had not given up on the human race,
that the world still contained many
good people.  she was right.  We
christians share Anne frank’s atti-
tude.  We are well aware that the
world still contains evil people, but

we are also aware that there are
good people also, people who are
imbued with God-given attitudes
that balance the evil they see all
around them.  these people, who
are Godly, number in the millions.
they give us hope for a better
world.  Without them, we would be
tempted to become pessimistic and
prone to despair.

that is why the saints serve as
angels in a world that, at times,
seems bent on self-destruction.
People like Mother teresa of
calcutta and Pope francis remind us
not to give up hope and to keep hope
alive.  Without that hope, there is no
living.  People like st. bernadette,
who needed only 35 years to
become a saint, likewise give us
hope.  i often wonder why people in
leadership positions are so reluctant
to ask themselves, “What does the
bible say?” and “What would Jesus
do?”  After all, Jesus came on earth
to teach us how to live, as well as to

Rev. RolAnd lAcASSe, S.M.

The world of criminals
and terrorists

is not worthy of us

Continued on page 5

Saints
serve as
Angels

in a world
that,

at times,
seems bent

on 
self-destruction
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By Fr. Frank Grispino, S.M.

Agony in
The Garden

T H E  F I R S T  S O R R O W F U L  M Y S T E R Y

the scene is a quiet evening in a
garden of olive trees.  We see

Jesus praying to his father in heav-
en.  he is in great distress.  he
knows that his enemies are plotting
his approaching death.  his prayer is
well known, “My father, if it is not
possible that this cup pass without
my drinking it, your will be done.”
Matthew 26, 42. Many christians use
this prayer when all means of avoid-
ing some stressful situation have
been exhausted.  they then unite
their distress with that of the divine
Master with words such as, “not my
will, but thine be done.”

Human Comfort Denied
the friends of Jesus seem

unaware of the mental anguish
Jesus is experiencing.  

the gospel describes it this way,
“…his sweat became like drops of
blood falling to the ground” luke 22,

44. When we are frightened and
scared we seek comfort from those
closest to us.  Jesus had Peter,
James, and John accompany him for
this very reason.  they failed to give
support when Jesus was at the heart

of the struggle for the salvation of
the world.  despite their negli-
gence and the onslaught of his
approaching suffering and horrible
death by crucifixion, Jesus was not
deterred from his goal.  three
times Jesus came to his friends
seeking some kind of human com-
fort amid his torturous ordeal.
Jesus is behaving much the same
way you or i would given a situa-
tion where we find ourselves in
panic out of extreme fear.  We pace
back and forth trying to find com-
posure; not finding it, we repeat
the pacing;  finally, in desperation,
seek companionship. Jesus had his
chosen friends but they are asleep.
he complains, “so you could not
watch with me for an hour?  Watch
and pray that you may not undergo
the test.  the spirit is willing but
the flesh is weak” Matthew 26, 40-41.

The Holy Hour
the origin of the practice of the

holy hour before the blessed

Continued on page 7

unattributed



Purgatorials
for 

the Deceased

name 

Address

city

state Zip

Phone #

requested by:

Suggested offering: $10.00 (perpetual)

Our Lady’ s
Purgatorial 

Society

each year your enrolled
deceased and loved ones are
remembered during the 365
daily Masses celebrated by the
Marist Fathers. An attractive
certificate framed in a blue fold-
er with a colorful picture of our
lady is sent to the donor or
recipient.
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reconcile us with his heavenly
father.  that should count for some-
thing, it seems to me.

When i became a priest in 1960, i
wanted to help people get to
heaven, but i also wanted to help
people live happy lives.  our young
people need to learn that to be
happy, we have to include God and
religion in our life.  More than 1500
years ago, a fellow, while in his
youth, tried all kinds of things to be
happy, everything except a personal
relationship with God.  his name
was Augustine.  he eventually con-

cluded that “You have made us for
Yourself, o God, and our hearts can
find no rest, until they rest in thee.”
Are we listening?

there is an emptiness in the lives
of many people today.  drugs and
alcohol are futile attempts to fill that
emptiness.  our souls are starving
for spiritual nourishment and we are
not aware of what’s happening to us.
the saints down through the ages
have been showing us the way to be
happy and we act as if they never
existed or are not to be taken seri-
ously.

it has been said, “only the good

die young.”  i believe that a lot of
elderly people, who are good peo-
ple, live to a ripe old age also.  they
have a lot to teach us as to how to
live.  they, too, can help us in our
search for happiness.  We have to be
worthy of them, in this world in
which we live. n

Continued from page 3

fr. lacasse
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L.R. i am writing to request
prayers for the family i grew up in.
our oldest sibling has always been
difficult and has created rifts
between us repeatedly over the
years, so much so that our relation-
ships are now virtually non-existent.
our parents are now gone and our
children have no sense of family
because we never see each other
anymore. once a few years ago, the
problem sibling shared with me that
he didn’t love our parents — and it
showed. they could sense it and
knew it. he has created situations
between the other siblings that have
tested our relationships and our
basic trust in one another. it is very

difficult now because at the holi-
days we are all with our inlaws
and never with our original family.
it is as if the family has disinte-
grated and all because of this one
sibling. Please pray that we can
put this family together again.
Please help us come together with-
out vulnerability to the influences
inserted between us so our chil-
dren can grow up with their
cousins and know the benefits of a
full and loving family. thank you
and God bless you. CA

J.M.  thank you for making the
lourdes Water available to us. it
helps to know we’re touching
water from such a holy place.

JosePh MeYerl, Wi
herbert A. lister, nh
JoYce courVille, lA
JAMes rYAn, iA
lorrAine WAites, PA
bernice GAndelone
Josie MArtineZ, cA
eliZAbeth GoodWin, cA
rosie thibodeAuX, lA
iVY J. thibodeAuX, lA
flossie hoose, oK
MArY Ann seideMAn, cA
MArJorie Arnold, cAnAdA
A. douGlAs hoAG, cAnAdA
esther rAindl, tX
eileen WilKin, nY
frAnces M. brAdford, WA
dorothY sKrZYPchAK, Wi
helen bluMberGer, PA
MArY liVinGstone, MA
eArline fiorellA, lA
clAire teKeser, nc
lucille WoodcocK, nY
AGnes ritter, Mo
ronAld e. McMAhon, MA
Kenneth A. reihinG, oh
Ann Pierce, GA
eliZAbeth Gerber
JosePhine foJtiK, tX
ritA YArborouGh, Mo
sr. Alice M. Glennon, Wi
dolores Greco, Al
John rosso, Vt
fAbio Pini, PA
sr. MArY iMMAculAtA JAnZ, dc
sheilA nAVrAtil, id
frAnces ellis, MA
JoAnne Kerr, tX
JuliA siMons, AK

We have been notified that the fol-
lowing friends of the Lourdes
Center have passed away. Please
join us in remembering them in
your prayers.

do you know someone who would
like to receive echoes from lourdes?
Give them a FRee SUbScRIPtIon!
Send their names and addresses. 
Use a separate sheet if necessary.

e-mail the information to: ourlady@lourdescenter.org
MAil it to:  

lourdes center
P.o. box 15575

698 beacon street, boston, MA 02215-2594



Please send ________ bottles of the

water from the Shrine at lourdes 

name 

Address

city

state Zip

does this person receive lourdes echoes?
__  Yes      __   no

if not, should we send lourdes echoes to them?
__  Yes      __ no

PleAse AlloW 3-6 WeeKs for deliVerY

(Please Print clearly)

Lourdes Water ...Affiliations

name 

Address

city

state Zip

Remembrance in 50 Masses 
yearly and at our 

weekly Perpetual novena
(PleAse Print cleArlY)

requested by:

Phone no:

offering: 1 year $2.00, 
3 years $5.00 lifetime $10.00
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...is an expression 
of my faith...
my trust in God’s
mercy.
offering to cover shipping &
handling $______________
n.b. A donation of $3.00 per
bottle is suggested to cover
our expenses. When the offer-
ing permits, we use Priority
Mail. We will accept orders of
1-3-5-6-and 10 bottles.  for
multiples thereof and for
unusual numbers requested,
we reserve the right to send
what is both just and feasible. 

sacrament is found in these words
of Jesus, “could you not keep
watch for one hour?  Watch and
pray…” Mark 14, 37. We can, in our
own way, offer companionship and
comfort to Jesus during his pas-
sion.  the hour of reparation that is
associated with devotion to the
sacred heart of Jesus has just such
a purpose.  Jesus, in one sweeping
glance, sees all the sins of
humankind that are committed
down through the corridors of time.
noted as well are the acts of repa-
ration performed by christians for
their own personal sins and the sins
of others.  therein lies the source
of comfort and solace to Jesus dur-
ing his agony in the garden.  this
idea is supported by the doctrine of
the communion of saints, that is,
christians baptized into christ are

Continued from page 4

fr. Grispino
all connected as members of his
body: he is the head, we the mem-
bers.  Just as one part of the body
may be in pain, another member
of the same body is able to bring
comfort – hands soothing the hurt
on one’s foot.  true on the physi-
cal level, true on the spiritual.  in
this way we lessen the sting of the
words, “i looked for compassion,
but there was none, for comfort,
but i found none” Psalm 69, 27.

Jesus, a People Person
the gathering to his side of

twelve men demonstrates his
yearning and love to be with peo-
ple.  how his tender heart must
have suffered at the denial of
Peter, the betrayal of Judas, and
let us not forget our own sins!
Jesus invites us to join him by
making reparation for our own

sins and for those of the whole
world.

“O my people, what have I done
to you? How have I offended you?
Answer me!” (“Micah, 6, 3)

Jesus is waiting…

Sincere thanks
to all those

who sent donations
in the envelope
to help with the

printing of
The Echoes.
We received

$14,200!
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